Hilliard states that "anyone who is even minimally familiar with schools  is
aware that there is no common nomenclature for classes  that would enable a
meaningful analysis to take place regarding precisely what content  is  offered in
schools,"

Specific and implicit examples of definitional problems,  whether conceptual or
operational,  are provided by many other writers.     The following example by
Lehnen in his submission on behalf of the American Statistical Association is
illustrative:

"Class size and Teacher Load Information:     The current measures  of average
class size reported in the Digest of Educational Statistics does  not provide
sufficient detail to be of much use.     The averages reported for Indiana,   for
example,  in no way reflect the personal experiences of this author or those
of  teachers he has consulted.    One general argument made  locally  is  that
special education classes skew the class size distribution and distort the
mean,   thus giving the impression that class size  is  smaller  than,   in  fact,
exists."

Some Solutions to the Definitional Problems.    Some writers not only raise the
issue of inconsistent definitions,  but provide suggestions for the  collection of
data from the administrative records of State education agencies,     David
suggests the use of a glossary that "should reflect"  the many questions we are
asked and "indicate differences in definitions across states  or data sources."
Walberg recommends public accessibility of highly detailed,   explicit
descriptions of data definitions and collection procedures.

Bishop states "that NCES needs to work cooperatively with the states  to ensure
that data reported are consistent with the common definitions   that have  been
adopted."    The National Center for Research in Vocational Education urges
stability in usage.    Cooke,  Ginsburg and Smith suggest that one of  the  steps  in
developing a set of indicators would be a "move toward a common set of variable
definitions across states...."

Hilliard recommends  that NCES "work with Chief State School Officers   to develop
a common nomenclature for key academic courses"  and to  "collect and report data
based upon this nomenclature."    w.  Turnbull suggests  "that NCES work  through the
Council of Chief state School Officers to procure comparable  data from the State
Education Agencies."

The paper submitted by the Council of Chief state School Officers  includes  the
following paragraph:

"Standardization and coordination of data definitions at the federal  level
is a role that may be appropriate for NCES.     This coordination,   and the
attendant acceptance of the development and distribution of glossaries
is necessary to improved comparability of  information.     Additionally,
the acceptance of this role would increase the confidence  of data users
that information in given formats would be available over time and not
subject to changing program emphasis or approaches."
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